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AFTER completing her O levels, 
Ms Cherine Seah decided to 
further her studies at Singapore 
Institute of Management Global 
Education (SIM GE).

The school’s diploma pro-
grammes and wide range of 
business-related courses won her 
over.

Ms Seah graduated with a Diplo-
ma in Management Studies in June 
2015. 

This programme provided vi-
tal management knowledge and 
skills required in an entrepre-
neurial setting. 

Graduates are equipped to 
manage a small and medi-
um-sized enterprise and may also 
consider jobs in banking, public 
service and business develop-
ment.

The 20-year-old is now in her 
final semester of the full-time 
Bachelor of Science (Honours) 
Business Management course, 
awarded by the University of Bir-
mingham, United Kingdom.

She says: “I continued to further 
my studies at SIM GE because it 
offers a direct pathway from di-
ploma to degree.

“I chose the University of 
Birmingham as it offers a de-
gree with honours and the pro-
grammes are structured in a way 
to enable us to stay competitive 
in the ever-changing business 
world.

“This is helpful especially as the 
market is so competitive nowa-
days.”

Ms Seah selected these pro-
grammes as they are broad-based 
management courses that cover 
an array of modules. 

With these, she could equip 

Route to success
SIM GE offers quality diploma programmes and a wide range of business-related courses

herself with a foundation in most 
business functions such as fi-
nance, accounting, marketing 
and economics. 

She says: “As I have yet to decide 
on my future career path, doing 
both business management-
related courses will aid me in 
discovering my area of interest.”

Talking about her degree pro-
gramme, she says: “To enhance 
the learning experience, lecturers 
occasionally invite guest speakers, 
such as the owner of a local start-
up, to share their experience in 
relation to a topic we are covering 
that day. 

“Such sessions are informative 
and allow me to understand that 
what I have learnt is very relevant 
to the real working world.”

An initial challenge was the 
management of assignment 
deadlines, but with the support of 
her family and course mates, she 
got past the learning curve.

Self-motivation
As examinations approach, Ms 
Seah appreciates the revision lec-
tures arranged during the study 
break. 

Conducted by the university’s 
lecturers via video conference, 
they are beneficial for exam revi-
sion.

The lecturers in SIM GE are very 
nurturing and easily approacha-
ble, she says.

She also has study sessions with 
her close group of friends at the 
school library or on other parts of 
campus.

“I do not want to disappoint the 
people around me or myself. 

“The market has also become 
more competitive, and these 
factors drive me to accomplish 
more,” she says.

A second chance to make good 
SINCE young, Mr Chia Shuo 
Hong, 19, has aimed to become a 
successful businessman. 

Unsurprisingly, the youth 
zoomed in on the full-time Di-
ploma in Business Management 
at the Management Develop-
ment Institute of Singapore 
(MDIS).

This course enables Mr Chia 
to gain comprehensive manage-
rial skills and knowledge, and an 
understanding of business op-
erations in a changing business 
environment. 

Plus, he is able to interact with 
its cohort of international stu-
dents. 

“MDIS is one of the largest pri-
vate institutions with students 
from different countries. Who 
knows, one day I might be doing 
business with them,” he says.

Down to business
The programme is designed for 
individuals who wish to obtain 
formal training in business man-
agement for career advancement 
and academic pursuits.

There are also internship op-
portunities with local compa-
nies.

This diploma can be complet-
ed either on a full-time (seven 
months) or part-time (nine 
months) basis. 

“The business management 
programme I’m pursuing pro-
vides a good overview of the 
various business components 
and helps me decide what area I 
would like to focus on in future,” 
says Mr Chia.

Mr Chia enrolled in MDIS in 
July last year. 

Business law was the subject 
he enjoyed learning most. 

“It taught me how to read a 
contract carefully and the terms 
in law that one in business must 
know,” he says.   

His lecturer for the module 
also went beyond the textbook 
and shared many of his own real-
life experiences.

A key part of the school’s cul-
ture is the willingness to help one 
another.

Mr Chia says: “When it is ap-
proaching examination period, 
my classmates and I study to-
gether. If we face any difficulty, 
we can easily contact our lectur-
ers via e-mail and they will fix a 
date to address our queries.”

The MDIS campus facilities 
include a gym, library and cafe-
teria. 

Students can access video-
recorded lectures for revision 
purposes on their online home-
based learning system, Blackboard.

Assignments can also be cre-

ated by lecturers and completed 
through this convenient portal.

There are also other non-
academic campus events such 
as the three-on-three basketball 
tournament. 

Mr Chia looks forward to par-
ticipating in these to get to know 
more people from other courses 
while keeping fit.

Driven to succeed
“Many have told me that in life, 
there are no second chances,” 
says Mr Chia.

“However, I was given a second 
chance to pursue my diploma — 
and in future, my degree — here 
at MDIS. I’m grateful for this and 
it has become my driving force 
and motivation to realise my 
dream,” he adds.

He admits that he did not do 
very well in his O levels as he was 
too playful. But he is now making 
full use of this opportunity to ex-
cel in his studies.

The people he has met at 
MDIS have also been a positive 
influence on him. 

“They taught me very valuable 
lessons such as time manage-
ment, punctuality and how to 
plan for my future,” says Mr Chia, 
who will graduate next month.
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The business 
management 
programme 
I’m pursuing 
provides a good 
overview of the 
various business 
components 
and helps me 
decide what 
area I would like 
to focus on in 
future.

MR CHIA SHUO HONG
student

Management Development 
Institute of Singapore

After completing her diploma at SIM GE, Ms Seah continued with her bachelor’s degree at the same institution. PHOTOS: CHONG JUN LIANG

Turning over a new leaf

AS A kid, Mr Adwin Low was not 
“naturally studious” and was 
known to be playful.

Under his engineer father’s 
tutelage, he scored well enough 
for his O levels to gain entry to a 
junior college, but that was when 
everything fell apart.

Mr Low recalls: “During my first 
year at junior college, I became 
rebellious and disinterested. I felt 
like I needed my own space and 
became resistant to my father’s 
coaching.”

He quit junior college after a 
year to join a polytechnic, but 
quit the institution the next year 
as well.

While working at a bank for a 
year before enlisting for national 
service (NS), Mr Low encountered 
the pressures of working life and 
more responsibilities, which 
helped him to mature.

He began exploring options to 
further his studies and learnt of 
Kaplan from an NS mate.

In 2011, after completing his 
Basic Military Training, Mr Low 
enrolled in Kaplan’s Diploma in 
Communications Management, 
now known as Diploma in Mass 
Communications. 

Then he pursued a Bachelor of 
Arts in Communication and Me-
dia Studies at Murdoch Universi-
ty via Kaplan, and graduated in 
2013.

That same year, he joined fi-
nancial and corporate commu-
nications advisory firm Tulchan 
Communications as an analyst. 

Against the odds
Determined to fund his own 
studies, Mr Low worked while 
studying at Kaplan. 

He says: “I knew that I had to 
make up for lost time after the 
junior college and polytechnic 
routes did not work out. 

“Kaplan provided me with an 
alternative route. I had to remain 
disciplined and adhere to my 
study plan.”

He appreciated Kaplan’s flex-
ible class timetables, which en-
abled him to plan his lessons 
around his work schedule. 

Like various programmes un-
der Kaplan, his diploma and 
degree education also offered a 
shorter academic route relative 
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which helped him to catch up 
with his peers.

Job ready
Mr Low, 27, is now an associate at 
Tulchan Communications.

He still finds concepts he learnt 
at university — for example, on 
how to write a good press release 
— very applicable to his job.

Many of his lecturers had 
significant experience in the 
industry and were able to make 
lessons more relevant to the local 
context. 

Also, interacting with lecturers 
and course mates with industry 
experience helped him start 
his working life with a good 
knowledge base. 

By the time he graduated, Mr 
Low already had a very good 
overview of the public relations 
industry. 

In fact, it was a Kaplan lecturer 
who recommended him to 
Tulchan Communications for an 
interview.

In time, Mr Low hopes to build 
a stronger and more diverse 
portfolio of clients, and mentor 
his juniors on their career pro-
gression.

For those looking to further 
their studies, he stresses the im-
portance of being disciplined 
while studying. 

He says: “I would advise 
others who are considering this 
alternative route to honestly 
assess if they are able or willing 
to make the commitment at that 
point in time.”

I knew that I had 
to make up for 
lost time after the 
junior college and 
polytechnic routes 
did not work out. 
Kaplan provided me 
with an alternative 
route. I had to 
remain disciplined 
and adhere to my 
study plan.

MR ADWIN LOW
associate 

Tulchan Communications

Mr Low liked Kaplan’s flexibility in its scheduling of classes, which enabled him to plan his lessons 
around his work schedule. 
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