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Car showrooms were packed over 
the weekend  as  buyers  sought to  
take advantage of lower certificate 
of entitlement (COE) prices.

The  Straits  Times  visited  three  
showrooms yesterday and each one 
was bustling, with people showing 
interest especially in smaller cars,  
which saw the sharpest dip in COE 
price at the latest tender.

Across the board, dealerships re-
ported a  sharp rise in  foot  traffic  
since the latest COE tender. 

Nissan, for instance, said the num-
ber of customers its sales staff were 
attending to doubled.

Last Wednesday, the COE price 
for cars up to 1,600cc and 130bhp fin-
ished at $36,001 – its lowest since 
November 2010. Industry players at-
tributed the 16.1 per cent price fall to 
factors like private-hire firms stop-
ping their fleet expansion, and the 
new  Euro  6  emission  standard,  
which came into effect this month.
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The growing healthcare sector will 
provide  thousands  of  jobs  in  the  
coming years, including many suit-
able  for  older  mid-career  people  
who might have no experience in 
the field,  said  Senior  Minister  of  
State for Health Amy Khor.

The Sengkang General and Com-

munity  hospitals  opening  next  
year, and five new polyclinics in the 
next three years, will need 9,000 
more people – half of them profes-
sionals, managers, executives and 
technicians (PMETs), she said.

Dr Khor is overseeing efforts to 
match  Singaporeans  to  jobs  in  
healthcare, one of five sectors iden-
tified by the Government as being 
affected by disruptive technology 
but which also have significant po-

tential for growth. The other indus-
tries  are  infocomm  and  media;  
wholesale trade; professional ser-
vices; and financial services, and ef-
forts are under way to help workers 
make the switch to these sectors.

In an interview with The Straits 
Times,  Dr Khor said the Govern-
ment sees the healthcare industry 
as part of the solution to the rise in 
long-term  unemployment,  espe-
cially for older people and PMETs. 

PMETs, who represent half  the 
workforce, have been hardest hit  
by the tepid job market. They made 
up almost two-thirds of people un-
able to find a job within six months 

of becoming unemployed. 
And the number of people facing 

such  long-term  unemployment  
rose by a third, from 12,700 in 2015 
to 17,000 last year.

Older  people,  who  form  more  
than two-thirds of the unemployed, 
face greater difficulty in finding a 
job, with thousands of those in the 
long-term unemployed group  be-
ing PMETs aged 40 and older. 

Dr Khor said: “We’re particularly 
interested  in  the  40-plus  (age  
group) simply because they have a 
harder  time  making  a  career  
switch. We want to make the transi-
tion a little easier.”

Fresh graduates entering the sec-
tor need not worry that mid-career 
people  will  deprive  them  of  jobs.  
“Even  with  improved  technology  
and workflow processes, the overall 
numbers are still positive,” she said. 

The  variety  of  job  openings  in  
healthcare includes therapists, care 
coordinators and centre managers, 
although the bulk will be in nursing. 
Much of this growth is due to the 
ageing population.

Dr  Khor  admits  a  drawback  in  
workers  wanting  to  switch  to  
healthcare  is  the  long  training  
needed. Nurses spend two years in 
the classroom and two years train-
ing on the job. 

To make it less painful, the Profes-
sional  Conversion  Programme  to  
help  workers  make  a  mid-career  
switch gives them an allowance of 
up to $2,420 a month, depending 
on the job and their work experi-
ence. The course fee, which could 
top $40,000, is either heavily sub-
sidised or fully funded.

While  this  would  be  less  than  
their last-drawn salary, it would not 
be fair to pay them the full salary of 
someone who is working full time, 

she  said.  On  the  plus  side,  they  
would get a steady job in a sunrise 
industry  where  the  demand  for  
their  services will  remain signifi-
cant in the foreseeable future.

She said  the number  of  people 
converting to nursing went up from 
21 a year over the last three years, to 
34 in April this year.

Aside from helping job  seekers  
learn skills for available roles, she 
will also work with employers on 
funding support. Incentives for em-
ployers who provide workers with 
on-the-job  training  could  top  
$4,000 for up to six months. An em-
ployer  who  takes  in  a  registered  
nurse for two years of on-the-job 
training is given $16,000.
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Hurricane Irma began its onslaught 
of southern Florida yesterday, leav-
ing streets deserted and at least one 
million homes and businesses with-
out power, in what could end up be-
ing the most  expensive  storm  in 
United States history. 

“It’s going to be horrible,” Florida 
Governor Rick Scott said of Irma on 
NBC television yesterday morning. 

A total of 6.3 million people, or 
about a third of the state’s popula-
tion,  have been told to evacuate.  
Over 2,000 flights in and out of Flor-
ida were cancelled on Saturday.

The damage could top US$120 bil-
lion (S$162 billion) in Florida, with 
other economic losses pushing the 
bill to as high as US$200 billion.

At  least  25  people  have  been  
killed in the Caribbean since Irma 
began its sweep last week before hit-
ting Cuba’s Camaguey Archipelago 
on Saturday.
BLOOMBERG, REUTERS
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People running to safety in South Beach yesterday as Hurricane Irma started its onslaught in south Florida. At least one million homes and businesses were 
left without power, in what could end up being the most expensive storm in United States history. PHOTO: REUTERS
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